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THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


We cannot tell how the call will come to us, what will be the manner 
of its coming. It may be that the divine constraint will be as soft and 
gentle as a glance: “I will guide thee with Mine eye.” It may be that 
we can scarcely describe the guidance, it is so shy, and quiet, and un- 
obtrusive. Or it may be that the constraint will seize us as with a 


strong and invisible grasp as though we were in the custody of an 
iron hand from which we cannot escape... . 


A man may realize his call to the ministry in the powerful im- 
perative of a dumb grip for which he can offer no adequate reason. 
He is sure of the constraint. It is as manifest as gravity. But when 
he seeks for explanations to justify himself he feels he is moving in 
the twilight or in the deeper mystery of the night. If I may say it 
without needless obtrusion, this was the character of my own earliest 
call into the ministry. For a time I was like a blind man who is being 
led by the “strong hand” of a silent guide. There was the guidance 
of a mysterious coercion, but there was no open vision. I was “in 
bonds.” But I knew the “hand,” and I had to obey. “I will bring the 
blind by a way that they knew not.” “Thou hast laid Thine hand 
upon me.” 


—John Henry Jowett 
THE PREACHER HIS LIFE AND WORK 
Harper & Bros. 
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There is heavy fare in this issue of 
the JOURNAL, but food good for the 
soul. In “The Materialism of Chris- 
tianity,”’ Dr. Richardson writes of the 
mundane dimension of our religion, 
pointing out that you do not withdraw 
from the world in order to serve God. 
In “The Pattern of Sanctification,” 
Dr. Murray reminds us that “good 
living” is “being like God.” And “be- 
ing like God” is being “conformed to 
the image of Christ.” 








One of the most popular features 
in the JOURNAL this year has been 
the Women’s Page, carrying supple- 
mentary material for the monthly Cir- 
cle Bible Study. Literally thousands 
of subscriptions have been received 
on the strength of this feature alone. 
Our readers, therefore, will join us in 
the pleasure we feel as we announce 
that Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke, of Co- 
lumbia Seminary, will write this sup- 
plementary material for 1960. More 
about this, and about our plans for 
enlarging this department, later. 





Never before, in quite the same 
way, have I been confronted with the 
complications involved in trying to be 
“all things to all men.” Some of our 
readers like the “new” JOURNAL; 
some prefer the “‘old.”” Some like the 
small type; some demand the large. 
Some join our constituency in the 
North, the West and in Canada in 
praise for the new name: they now feel 
the magazine “belongs” to them too. 
Others feel that the change is a con- 
cession to liberalism. (That, we can 
assure everyone, it is NOT!). Mostly, 
however, the JOURNAL “family” is 
delighted. 





Last week I heard this one: It seems 
that a dear saint who believed in the 
efficacy of prayer for anything urg- 
ently besought the Lord for rain. In 
due season, it rained. And then it 
rained some more. 


In fact, the floods 
came. As the water rose in the house 
and the lady took refuge upstairs, she 
returned to her knees: “Lord, if you'll 
just take the water out of my house, 
I’ll not interfere in Your business 
again!” 
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CONGO — As I approached two 
women in the path, to my astonish- 
ment they dropped to their knees. 
Startled, I looked about to see the 
reason for this homage. Close behind 
me, unnoticed, walked Misham Beki, 
the heir apparent to the Bakuba 
throne. Barefoot, many yards of 
cloth wrapped and tucked about his 
waist for a skirt, wearing a small 
raffia hat, he came up the path with a 
regal air. Immediately my mind re- 
called the verse, “That at the Name 
of Jesus every knee should bow .. .” 
Here in the middle of Africa we labor 
with the expectation that these people 
will transfer this custom of centuries 
from their earthly sovereigns to the 
Saviour, as they acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as their Lord. 

—William T. Mulcay 





JAPAN — Mr. Toshio Murata, a 
teacher of our Seiwa High School in 
Kochi and an elder in the Kochi Chris- 
tian Reformed Church, is studying at 
New York University under a William 
Volker Fellowship in Economics. This 
particular scholarship, for study in 
Christian Libertarian Economics, was 
arranged through the good offices of 
Dr. Kershner and other friends who 
learned of Mr. Murata through earlier 
letters in the JOURNAL. 

—Harold Borchert 





KOREA — The Russian Bible in the 
show-window of the Korean Bible So- 
ciety building in Seoul attracted the 
attention of one of our missionaries 
recently. Going in, he inquired, “Why 
in the world do you have that in the 
window — who would buy that in 
Korea?” “We sell a surprising num- 
ber of them,” was the reply. “They 
go out by mail to the Russian territory 
adjacent to Korea, to people who hear 
the Christian radio stations in Korea. 
They write, requesting Bibles, and we 
have ways of getting them to them.” 


MOVE TO CHARLOTTE? RICHMOND SAYS ‘NO! 


RICHMOND, Va. — (PN) A resolu- 
lution adopted by the Richmond Area 
Council of Presbyterian Churches 
states that the best interests of all 
concerned will be best served by keep- 
ing the Board of Christian Education 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
here. 


The resolution was adopted in an- 
swer to an offer made last month by 
three Charlotte, N. C., civic and church 
leaders. They offered the Board half 
a million dollars in cash and property 
to move to Charlotte. 


One point noted in the resolution 
adopted by the Council, which repre- 
sents 29 local churches of that denomi- 
nation, is that a close working rela- 
tionship has been built up between the 
Board, Union Theological Seminary 
and the Presbyterian School of Chris- 
tian Education here. 


The Board has a committee investi- 
gating the Charlotte offer. The com- 
mittee journeyed to Charlotte early in 
November to meet with the business- 
men who made the offer. 





Journal Editor Addresses 
Chicago Meet 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor 
of the JOURNAL, was a featured 
speaker at a Chicago banquet, Nov. 
20, M.C.’d by nationally famous radio 
commentator, Paul Harvey. 


Sponsors included Mr. W. C. Jones, 
Los Angeles publisher, Dr. Faris 
Whitesell, General Robert Wood, J. 
Howard Pew, Herbert Taylor and other 
prominent business men and _ theol- 
ogians. The meeting was held in the 
interest of CHRISTIANITY TODAY, 
conservative Protestant fortnightly 
magazine which has become in three 
years of publication, the outstanding 
religious periodical in the world. 





The Presbyterian Mission, U. S. co- 
operates in the ministry of the Korean 
Bible Society. 

—Joe B. Hopper 
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NAE Counsels President 
On Vatican Visit 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) 
On the eve of his planned trip to 
Europe and the Far East, President 
Eisenhower was counseled to make his 
proposed visit to the Vatican one in 
which he explains to Pope John XXIII 
why Church-State separation in Amer- 
ican life makes it impossible for the U. 
S. to have formal diplomatic relations 
with the Holy See. 


Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, secretary of 
public affairs for the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals, expressed 
concern lest the President’s visit be 
“misconstrued as a vehicle of diplo- 
matic relations.”” The visit had been 
given wide publicity in releases from 
the Vatican which stated that the 
President of the U. S. will be received 
in audience by Pope John XXIII on 
Sunday, December 6, two days after 
he takes off in a jet plane from Wash- 
ington, D. C. on an historic 20,000 
mile trip. 


“We do have some concern over 
your proposed visit to the Vatican,” 
the NAE secretary told the President 
in a letter. He suggested that Eisen- 
hower explain to the Pope that the 
U. S. cannot enter into formal, diplo- 
matic relations with a Church govern- 
ment. 





Freedom Foundation 


Holds Meeting 


MONTREAT, N. C. — A regional 
conference sponsored by the Christian 
Freedom Foundation was held here 
Nov. 9, 10, with speakers including 
Dr. John R. Richardson, pastor of the 
Westminster Church, Atlanta, and Dr. 
C. Gregg Singer, of Catawba College, 
Salisbury, N. C. Similar to other 
meetings furthering the aims of the 
Foundation, this one stressed the pre- 
eminence of constitutional govern- 
ment, and the economic system of the 
free market, within the general orien- 
tation of Evangelical Christianity. It 
was under the direction of the Rev. 


Irving E. Howard, Associate Editor 
of CHRISTIAN ECONOMICS. 


Dr. Richardson’s address is printed, 
beginning on p. 5 of this issue of the 
JOURNAL. Dr. Singer, speaking on 
the Christian Foundations of Free- 
dom, deplored the political and social 
liberalism which has usurped human 
rights in favor of political and social 
despotism, on the authority furnished 
by theological iiberalism. He dis- 
covered in modern theology’s denial of 
the Christian doctrine of man the 
seeds of the doctrine of the Absolute 
State. The concept of the political 
infallibility of the state, declared Dr. 
Singer, naturally follows the surrender 
of the belief that man’s chief end is 
to glorify a God sovereign in all 
things. Quoting Augustine’s dictum 
that “‘man is most truly free when he 
is most completely a slave of Jesus 
Christ,” Dr. Singer pointed out how 
the opposite view, that of the “sov- 
ereignty of man” inevitably produces 
economic and political despotism. 


The Christian Freedom Foundation 
originated in the concern of a group 
of New York laymen about the social- 
istic trends in U.S. government and eco- 
nomics. Represented by Dr. Howard 
Kershner as a leading figure, the 
Foundation publishes the fortnightly 
journal, CHRISTIAN ECONOMICS. 





Roman Catholics Take Stand 
On Controversial Issues 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — Protes- 
tants may be divided on vital issues, 
but one thing is certain: the Roman 
Catholic Church is not. Recent pro- 
nouncements by the hierarchy have 
clearly established the position of that 
Church on such matters as the recogni- 
tion of Red China and the recent 
flurry in Biblical scholarship  oc- 
casioned by the discovery of a new 
“gospel,” According to Thomas. “No!” 
votes the Church. 


Admission of Communist China to 
the United Nations would be one of 
the “worst mistakes that could be 
made,” Archbishop Edigio Vagnozzi, 
Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States, asserted in Washington. ‘‘There 
are 30,000,000 Chinese living outside 
Red China,” he reminded an organiza- 
tion of R. Catholic laymen. “If to- 
morrow Communist China were to be 
admitted to the United Nations, they 
would have nothing left,” he said. 


Two Roman scholars discounted the 
value of “The Gospel According to 


Thomas,” on the eve of its publica- 
tion, according to an RNS account, 
declaring that the recently found col- 
lection of 114 sayings attributed to 
Jesus Christ may be of historical in- 
terest, but is of little religious interest. 


Msgr. Patrick W. Skehan, head of 
the department of Semitic languages 
at the Catholic University of America 
in Washington asserted that “the 
faithful Protestant or Catholic who 
reads the Gospels does not need these 
distorted texts for his faith and de- 
votional life.” It would be well to 
“skip the fictional Thomas,” Msgr. 
Skehan continued. 





SOCIAL DYNAMICS 


The trouble with modern, radical 
(neo-orthodox) theology is that it 
believes social improvement depends 
more on the pressure of popular 
social movements and on legislation 
than on personal evangelization and 
regeneration. 


It does not look to the redemp- 
tion of individuals to effect social 
trends. For its social action is not 
determined by ultimate norms, but 
by the immediate, existential needs 
of the hour. And the sanction of 
“the Will of God” consequently is 
given to temporary and imperfect 
expedients in the social conflict. 

—Carl F. H. Henry 











Sees Widening Gap Between 
Clergy And Laity 


GREENSBORO, N. C. — (RNS) — 
The gap separating the Protestant 
clergy and the laity is increasing stead- 
ily in the United States, a senior edi- 
tor of the Reader’s Digest said here. 


Dr. Clarence W. Hall, former ex- 
ecutive editor of the nondenomina- 
tional monthly, Christian Herald, also 
told 800 North Carolina Baptist pas- 
tors at a conference here that while 
Americans can cite figures showing 
church attendance at an all-time high, 
“they can take no pride in the super- 
ficiality of the religion in this coun- 
try.” 


“In all Christendom today there is 
no wider gap than the 10 or 15 feet 
separating the preacher in the pulpit 
from his congregation,” Dr. Hall said. 


He cited three main reasons for 
this cleavage: “the growth of cleri- 
calism among U. S. Protestant bodies, 
the failure of too many Protestant 
ministers to sell laymen on their re- 
sponsibility to participate in the min- 
istry of Christ; and a widespread feel- 
ing among laymen that there is no 
real communication between them and 
their pastor.” 


Regarding the growth of clericalism, , 


he said the situation in the U. S. 
Protestant churches is becoming sim- 
ilar to that which “brought on the 
Reformation.” 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to "The Readers Ask,” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. Does the RSV translation of 
Luke 1:34, “How can this be since I 
have no husband” effect any basic 
change in the King James, ‘How shall 
this be seeing I know not a man?” 


A. A Jewish betrothal was a legal 


marriage. It could only be annulled 
by divorce. A breach of faith was 
adultery. Accordingly, for the be- 


trothed Mary to have said, “I have no 
husband”’, would have been to repudi- 
ate Joseph as her betrothed husband. 
Mary did not repudiate Joseph, and 
though he was sorely tested Joseph 
did not put her away. Mary had a 
legal husband, her betrothed; but since 
the marriage had not been physically 
consummated she had not known a 
man. 


The case is diametrically the op- 
posite of the woman at the well of 
Sychar. She had had several husbands, 
she had a man at the time, but she cor- 
rectly said, “I have no husband” (Jn. 
4:17-18). Since the two cases are 
entirely different in their setting, and 
since the Greek in the two cases is 
different the translation into English 
of the two ought to be different. 
Luke 1:34 is properly rendered in 
the King James in the ERV and in 
the ASV, “how shall this be seeing 
(since) I know not a man?” It is er- 
roneously rendered in the RSV and 
certain other recent translations, 
“How can this be, since I have no 
husband?” 


—William C. Robinson 
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“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the EARTH.” Genesis 1:1. 


“The Word became FLESH and 


dwelt among us.” John 1:14. 


“Verily 1 say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his REWARD.” Mat- 
thew 10:42. 

To learn to think Biblically should 
be one of the Christian’s major ambi- 
tions. This is not an easy objective 
to attain, because during the majority 
of our working hours we are being in- 
fluenced by non-Biblical philosophies. 
Consequently, many non - Christian 
ideas have attached themselves to con- 
ventional Christianity. The number 
is larger than many of us suspect. 


Most professing Christians think of 
the Bible as a book that tells us of 
the invisible world, but that communi- 
cates little to us about the visible world. 
When I speak to people about “Chris- 
tian economics” or “Biblical eco- 
nomics”, I observe a startled expres- 
sion on many of their faces. Few seem 
to realize that the Bible deals with 
real life. 


Make no mistake about it, there is 
a Biblical view of material things. On 
this subject we need clear-headedness. 


Since I have been teaching Chris- 
tian economics to young people, I 
have been amazed to discover what a 
large segment of the Bible is devoted 
to economic factors and principles. In 
one class, I asked the young people to 
assist me in naming some of the eco- 
nomic items found in the Bible. Quick- 
ly we had thirty-five such items on 
the blackboard. The list included: 
tents; houses — doors, windows; fur- 
niture — chairs, tables, lamps; water 
supply; grain; building materials — 
lumber, stone, metals; merchant ves- 
sels; musical instruments; and many 
others. 


This list serves to indicate that the 
Bible is not so engrossed in the in- 
visible world that it fails to deal with 
the material factors of our daily liv- 
ing. Because of the failure of Chris- 


JOHN 


tians to take this into account, a num- 
ber of heresies sprang up in the 
Church. Let me mention two. 


GNOSTICISM 


First, there was Gnosticism. Gnos- 
ticism infiltrated the Apostolic Church 
and its leaven was a most serious 
peril to it. It spread during the Sec- 
ond Century with the swiftness of an 
epidemic from Syria to Gaul. It ex- 
ercised a potent anti-Christian influ- 
ence. It was an eclectic philosophy 
of religion. A speculative philosophy 
of religion, its aim was to separate 
the philosopher from the world of mat- 
ter (much as Christian Science seeks 
to do today). Claiming to possess a 
“higher knowledge,” it corrupted 
Christianity by uniting it with the 
philosophies of the Orient. 


Among the chief points of Gnos- 
ticism was the heresy that matter is 
essentially evil and is the source from 
which all evil has arisen. The sinful- 
ness of matter was a cardinal teaching 
of this system. The leaders affirmed, 
“The material world is alien to the 
Divine nature.” 


Another point stressed by this 
heresy was that severe self-denial 
(asceticism) is necessary for attaining 
spiritual communion with God. The 
Church in every age has been influ- 
enced by this false idea. J. I. Packer 
critically observes, “Such ‘spirituality’ 
is in no way Christian. Yet it appears 
constantly in the Christian Church. 
It would be idle to deny that it is in 
the air today in evangelical circles. 
It is evident from their behavior that 
to take any interest or pleasure in 
material things is inevitably sinful.’ 


St. Paul had Gnosticism in mind 
when he wrote to the Colossians. The 
Gnostics were trying to alienate the 
Christians in Colosse from the Gospel. 
They advocated a severe life injurious 
to the Christian’s freedom and deroga- 
tory to the Christian’s body. The 
Gnostics insisted that there could be 
no concord between God and matter. 
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Gnosticism in its ancient name has 
passed away, but we must remember 
that these same teachings remain in 
the Church today. It should be point- 
ed out to young people that those who 
hold these views constitute a bad testi- 
mony for Christianity. It makes non- 
Christians feel that Christians are, as 
Dr. Packer puts it, “queer fish, only 
half alive and oddly under-developed. 
They give the impression of being not 
quite human.” 


MANICHAEISM 


Another heresy conflicting with the 
materialism of Christianity was Man- 
ichaeism. Dr. Packer calls this heresy 
“one of the oldest thorns in the 
Church’s flesh.” 


Manichaeism originated with Mani, 
who lived in Persia and was born in 
Babylonia about 215 A.D. It spread 
rapidly east and west during the 
fourth and fifth centuries. This 
heresy also taught that the material 
world is evil and worthless. 


Manichaeism appealed to the cul- 
tured class of Christians and they were 
attracted by its philosophical appeal 
to self-denial. Augustine, who once 
had been a Manichaean, fought it be- 
cause it was contrary to the material- 
ism of Christianity. It was Augustine 
who saved the Biblical doctrines of 
God and creation, the nature of sin 
and its origin in the free will of man, 
from the errors of the taboos, ascetism 
and scruples of the Manichaeans. 


Any competent, modern observer 
must see that these two heresies have 
not been purged completely from eith- 
er Roman Catholicism or Protes- 
tantism. They are still working in 
practically every church. 


It is in the area of material things 
that the Communist challenges the 
Christian philosophy. Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels in 1848 laid down 
this challenge. Our young people must 
be taught to do much hard and straight 
thinking about the material values of 
life. The battle of ideas is going on 





in this field and at this place we can 
win or lose. We must be conscious 
of the fact that there is much at 
stake. 


The Christian must protest against 
atheistic dialectical materialism, but 
he must also affirm that the Bible 
has something important to tell us 
about material things. The Bible gives 
us light on this subject and we must 
invite young people to think and walk 
in the light of this revelation con- 
cerning the Christian interpretation of 
material things. 


I. THE MATERIALISM OF CHRIS- 
TIANITY IS OBSERVED IN THE 


BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF CREA- 
TION. 


The Bible doctrine of creation em- 
phasizes several important points. 
First, it is God Who has created. Crea- 
tion rests on the Will of God. Man 
can only rearrange and rework what 
God has given; he can never produce 
existence itself. 


A second point in this doctrine is 
that God absolutely originated all 
things. He created all out of nothing. 
God created all things except evil. 
Evil is an intruder in God’s universe. 


A third point is that God brought 
matter into existence for a purpose. 
He did it for His own glory. Revela- 
tion 4:11. 


Since God is responsible for the 
existence of matter, matter cannot be 
intrinsically evil, as anti-Christian 
heresies affirm. Thus the refrain in 
the creation narrative, ‘And God saw 
that it was very good’. Anything 
that has been created by God is en- 
titled to the respect and appreciation 
of Christians. 


Il THE MATERIALISM OF 
CHRISTIANITY IS OBSERVED IN 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCAR- 
NATION. 


“The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.”’ 


Concerning Christ, the Christian af- 
firms that the Word became flesh and 
that God was manifested in the flesh. 
The Gnostic said, ““Matter is inherent- 
ly evil and God could not come in con- 
tact with flesh.” But the Christian 
believes that Christ was a true Incar- 
nation of God. 


A few years ago William Temple 
said, “Christianity is the most ma- 
terialistic of all great religions.” I 
agree one hundred per cent with this 
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statement. It is based on the Incar- 
nation of Christ. Temple pointed out 
that other religions had ignored mat- 
ter, saying that it is an illusion or 
that it does not exist, and then he 
added, “Christianity, based as it is on 
the Incarnation, regards matter as 
destined to be the vehicle and instru- 
ment of spirit as fully actual as far as 
it controls and directs matter.” 


But long before the days of Wil- 
liam Temple, John of Damascus, one 
of the great Church fathers, wrote to 
those who had contempt for the ma- 
terial, “Flesh is material — can you 
deny it? My salvation was brought 
to me by material means on the Wood 
of the blessed Cross. The hill Calvary, 
the tomb, the stone, the very source 
of the Resurrection — all are material: 
the ink and the pages of the Gospels, 
the table from which we take of our 
salvation and all its furniture, the very 
body and blood of the Lord — are all 
material.” 


Hil. THE MATERIALISM OF 
CHRISTIANITY IS OBSERVED IN 
THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF RE- 
WARDS. 


“Verily I say unto you, he shall in 
no wise lose his reward.” 


Many critical words have been writ- 
ten and spoken against the idea of re- 
wards. It might surprise some people 
that the word “reward” is found 
eighty-nine times in the Bible. It is 
certainly a Biblical concept. It . is 
presented in the first book of the Bi- 
ble and we find it.in the last book-of 
the Bible, where we read, “‘And be- 
hold, I come quickly and my reward 
is with me, to give to every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be.” Revela- 
tion 22:12. 


It would be a mistake to let the 
word “reward” disappear from. our 
Christian vocabulary and our Christian 
thinking. Muddle-headed Christians 
are in error when they speak about 
rewards in a derogatory way. Chris- 
tianity approves of rewards. Christ 
approved of rewards in each of the 


Beatitudes in His Sermon on the 
Mount. Each Beatitude carries a 
Blessing. 


The Biblical doctrine of rewards un- 
derscores the fact that God’s universe 
is directed to moral ends. Good ac- 
tion and good character issue in good 
ways we call rewards. 


Despite the fact that Christ did not 
hesitate to appeal to rewards on many 
occasions, this aspect of His ethical 
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to be a _ stumbling 
The criti- 
cism is that “rewards appeal to self- 


teaching seems 
block to some Christians. 


centeredness’”’. But what is overlooked 
is that to definitely and deliberately 
exclude the thought of reward appeals 
to pride, which is the great sin. The 
temptation to pride one’s self on one’s 
virtue in following virtue for its own 
sake is very strong and also extremely 
subtle. 


CONCLUSIONS: 


1. Christ gives meaning to the ma- 
terial. The Bible teaches that God’s 
material creation is not pointless but 
has a purpose. We need a Biblical 
reorientation on this subject. Chris- 
tianity informs us that matter is re- 
lated to God because God is its Cre- 
ator. Matter is related to man. God 
has made it for man, for his enjoy- 
ment that man may glorify the good- 
ness of the Creator. 


The materialism of Christianity, 


therefore, with this meaningful in- 
terpretation, should be accepted by 
Christians and not renounced. Our 


Lord said in the Sermon on the Mount, 
“Your Heavenly Father knoweth that 
he have need of these things.” 


2. God expects us to use the ma- 


terial values of life according to His 
will. 


The same will that brought thes« 
things into existence has expressed 
itself as to how they should be used. 
Our Lord pointed out that from the 
material values Christians can lay up 
treasures in Heaven “where neither 
moth nor rust consume and where 
thieves do not break in and steal.” 
He would have Christians use material 
things wisely. Such use is the highest 
wisdom. 


3. It should be kept in mind that 
we- need more than the visible ma- 
terial world can offer. 


Material values of life are needful 
and should be accepted with apprecia- 
tion from God. They can, however, 
never satisfy man’s total nature. Ma- 
terial things must be kept in the place 
that God has assigned for them. 


C. S. Lewis in “The Great Divorce” 
says in the introduction, “And earth, 
if put second to Heaven, will prove 
to have been from the beginning a 
part of Heaven itself.” This is the 
materialism of Christianity. 

* - - * » 

Dr. Richardson is now the pastor 

of the Westminster 


Church, Atlanta, Ga. 
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‘THE SERMON- 





HEAVEN 


D. A. McCANDLISS 


Text. I Pet. 1:4 — “An inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, 
that fadeth not away, reserved 
for you.” 


Heaven is the final goal of every 
Christian, and also is the false hope 
of many others who want to go there 
on their own merit, without Christ — 
but most people don’t seem to want to 
talk about it. This hesitation is a 
curious thing, probably associated with 
the natural fear of every man of 
what he considers to be the unknown. 
But Heaven is not, to the Christian, 
a part of the unknown! 


There are many things about Heav- 
en which we can’t know until we get 
there, but that is no reason for us 
to shut our minds to what we can 
know. Our knowledge of Heaven is 
limited, but the Bible tells us a great 
many things about this destination of 
believers to keep it from being an en- 
tirely unknown place. 


To begin with, we should under- 
stand the difference between “Heav- 
en” and the “Kingdom of Heaven,” 
both of which are spoken of in Scrip- 
ture. They are not the same thing. 
If we apply to “Heaven” some of the 
statements of the Bible about the 
“Kingdom of Heaven,” we may get 
confused. For instance, the “King- 
dom of Heaven” is compared to a 
grain of mustard seed (Matt. 13:31): 
to leaven (Matt. 13:33); to a net 
(Matt. 13:47); and so on. It is said 
to be “Within you.” This is surely 
not the place we mean when we speak 
of “Heaven.” 


The difference can be likened to 
the difference between “America” and 
the “United States of America.” 
“America” is a place, a country. 
America is a body of land and water, 
a part of the area of the earth on 
which people live. It has a positive 
and specific location, bounded on one 
side by the Atlantic Ocean and on the 
other by the Pacific. 


But the “United States of America” 
has a wider application. This expres- 
sion is engraved on our money: “The 
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United States of America will pay to 
the bearer on demand Ten Dollars.” 
Is this promissory note undertaken by 
a body of land and water? Does the 
phrase refer only to a place? How 
could a place pay anybody ten dol- 
lars? No, the United States of Amer- 
ica is a government, an organization 
of people, a democracy, a citizenship. 


In the same way, “Heaven” is a 
place — a definite location. The 
“Kingdom of Heaven” is a citizen- 
ship, a building, a government, a tem- 
ple. To belong to the Kingdom of 
Heaven one must enter into a definite 
relationship — one of citizenship, of 
identity, of loyalty and obedience. All 
of this involves more than outward 


show. It must stem from a true, in- 
ner condition. Hence it must be “‘with- 
in” us. 


“Heaven,” though, is a place. Jesus 
told His disciples, “I go to prepare a 
place for you” (John 14:3). The 
Bible tells us plainly that He went to 
Heaven, so Heaven must be a definite 
place. 


WHERE IS HEAVEN? 


If Heaven is a place, where is it? 
The Bible does not define the loca- 
tion of Heaven, but it does indicate 
that it is not here on earth. When 
Elijah was taken from the earth we 
are told, “Elijah went up by a whirl- 
wind into Heaven” (II Kings 2:11). 


But if Heaven is not on the earth, 
why can’t we see it up in the sky? 
Even the most powerful telescopes 
have never shown the least sign of it. 
In my opinion the answer to this is 
found in the Old Testament, in a story 
from the life of Elisha. At one time 
the king of Syria sent a huge army 
to capture Elisha. The army sur- 
rounded the village on the hill where 
Elisha was staying, and his servant 
was afraid and cried out for the multi- 
tude of their enemies. But, we are 
told, Elisha prayed and said, “Lord, 
open his eyes that he may see.” And 
the Lord opened the eyes of the ser- 
vant and he saw: and behold the 
mountain was full of horses and 
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round about Elisha 
(II Kings 6:15-17). 


chariots of fire 


The horses and chariots of fire had 
been there all the time, but the servant 
could not see them. Probably the 
reason we cannot see Heaven, when 
we look up, is that we are like Elisha’s 
servant ... our eyes haven’t yet been 
“opened” that we might see. 


WHAT IS HEAVEN LIKE? 


Heaven is so far more glorious than 
anything we can possibly imagine, that 
we have neither the minds to grasp it 
nor the words to describe it: “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love Him” (I Cor. 2:9). 


John tried to describe Heaven as he 
saw it in his Revelation, but words 
failed him: “Round the throne was a 
rainbow that looked like an emerald” 
(Rev. 4:3): “The street of the city 
was pure gold, as it were transparent 
glass” (Rev. 21:21). We cannot im- 
agine a rainbow looking like an emer- 
ald, or pure gold like transparent glass, 
but that was the nearest that John 
could come to describing what it 
seemed to him. 


DO TRUE CHRISTIANS GO TO 
HEAVEN IMMEDIATELY 
AT DEATH? 


The great mystery that has baffled 
men through all the ages is: What 
becomes of us when we die? Even 
many Christians, who share the glor- 
ious hope of spending eternity in 
Heaven, wonder whether they dare 
hope to go there immediately after 
death. 


The Roman Catholic Church teaches 
that souls go immediately to a place 
called “purgatory,” where they are 
supposed to stay for an indefinite 
time. The word “purgatory” is not 
in the Bible anywhere, nor is such a 
place even implied in any of the teach- 
ings of Jesus or of his apostles. There- 
fore the very existence of such a place 
as “purgatory” is denied by all Protes- 
tant churches. But what becomes of 
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HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Camden, S. C. 
Belk’s Department Store 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co, 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. OHIO 


Belk's Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
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the soul at death? Does it “sleep’’ un- 
til the Resurrection? 


Jesus did not answer that ques- 
tion directly, but in at least two dif- 
ferent places He did give us the an- 
swer indirectly. In the parable of Dives 
and Lazarus it is quite clear that the 
beggar was carried to “Abraham’s 
bosom” immediately, and not after the 
final resurrection, because in the pas- 
sage (Luke 16:19-22) the rich man 
speaks of his brothers who are still 
alive on the earth. 


We get further light on our ques- 
tion from what Jesus told the thief 
who was crucified with Him. As this 
thief was hanging on the cross, he 
cried for mercy and Jesus replied, in 
those familiar words, “This day thou 
shalt be with me in Paradise” (Luke 
23:42-43). Today, our Master said! 
Not after some indefinite time of wait- 
ing—not after the resurrection, but 
today! 


It is because of these passages of 
Scripture that the Catechism says, 
“The souls of believers, being made 
perfect in holiness, are received into 
the highest heavens, where they be- 
hold the face of God in light and 
glory.” 


WILL WE KNOW OUR 
LOVED ONES IN HEAVEN? 


Many people have been disturbed 
by the fear that they may not recog- 
nize their loved ones in Heaven. What 
a foolish doubt that is! The Bible 
gives us several clear indications that 
we will not only know the ones we 
have known and loved on earth, but 
we will immediately recognize many 
we have never seen before! 


First, we are reminded that the 
apostles recognized Jesus after His 
resurrection — even though He had 
a glorified body, and they were not 
expecting to see Him. Furthermore, 
Mary Magdalene, on the first Easter 
morning, recognized Him just by the 
sound of His voice: “Jesus saith unto 
her, ‘Mary’. She turned herself and 
saith unto Him, ‘Rabboni,’ which is to 
say, ‘Master’”’ (John 20:1, 16). 


Again, in the account of the rich 
man and Lazarus, the rich man im- 
mediately recognized Lazarus, in Heav- 
en, and even knew Abraham. Even 
more striking, when Jesus was trans- 
figured on the mountain, Peter, James 
and John all immediately recognized 
Moses and Elijah, who came to talk 
to Him. How can anyone doubt our 
knowing in Heaven those we know 


and love here on earth? To me it 
seems much more likely that in Heav- 
en we won’t need to be introduced 
to anybody . . . surely everybody up 
there will be friends! 


WILL WE REMEMBER OUR 
EARTHLY SORROWS? 


Another fear that haunts some folks 
is that when they get to Heaven they 
may fail to find some person who is 
dear to them here, and the loss will 
be so tragic that their sorrow will 
blot out for them all the glories of 
Heaven itself. That is a_ serious 
thought, and surely we should have 
deep concern for all those we know 
who are still unsaved, especially any 
who are among those we hold dear 
on earth. But that concern — that 
distress, and sorrow and grief — will 
not last always, according to the Bi- 
ble: “Thus saith the Lord God . 
For behold I create new heavens and 
a new earth; and the former shall not 
be remembered, nor come to mind” 
(Isaiah 65:13, 15). John writes, “And 
God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed 
away” (Rev. 21:1-5). 


No, today’s sorrows will never be 
remembered in Heaven! 


WHO IS IN HEAVEN NOW? 


Who is there? Well first, of course, 
our Heavenly Father. Although He is 
present everywhere, Heaven is His 
home. Jesus told us to pray, “Our 
Father which art in Heaven.” 


With Him is our Lord Jesus Christ; 
as the angel told the apostles: “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
into Heaven? This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into Heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as you 
have seen Him go into Heaven” (Acts 
1:11). 


There are also hosts of angels there. 
On the night when Our Saviour was 
born in Bethlehem, “. . . . suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.’ ” 


Then the 
of several 


Bible gives us the names 
persons who are there. 
Moses and Elijah appeared on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. Enoch 
was translated. Samuel passed into 
glory and then returned to speak to 
Saul. The thief on the eross is there. 
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And Paul said that he had been 
“caught up” once and expected to de- 
part and “be with the Lord” at his 
death. 


Besides those whose names we know 
there is a countless host of believers 
in Jesus Christ who have already died. 
John tells us, “I beheld and lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could num- 
ber . . . These are they which came 
out of great tribulation and have 
washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 
7:9, 14). 


WILL WE GO THERE? 


The most important question for 
every one of us, about Heaven, is: 
“Will I go there when I die?” Can 
we safely expect to go to Heaven? 
Is it presumptuous for us to feel as- 
sured that we will go there? 


Well, it is not only presumptuous, 
but it would be eternally tragic for us 
to feel assured that we could get there 
through our own merit. If our de- 
pendence is on our own righteousness 
— or our own good works — then 
we can be sure we shall never see 
Heaven. Nobody is good enough to 
earn the right to go to Heaven! 


On the other hand, Heaven is prom- 
ised to all who humbly and truly have 
faith in God through His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Paul explains in his letter to 
the Romans (Ch. 4) how the perfect 
righteousness of Christ is “imputed” 
or credited to those who believe on 
Him, and through Him have faith in 
God. Jesus said, most clearly: “He 
that believeth on me hath everlasting 
life ... He that believeth on Him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life” (John 
6:47; 5:24). 

“Where I am!” our Lord said. He 
is in Heaven, as we have seen. He 
tells us plainly that His followers are 
to be with Him. If we believe on 
Him, surely it is not presumptuous 
to believe that He tells us the truth! 
Then, if we are truly and humbly His 
followers, we have no right to doubt 
His wonderful promise — the glorious 
promise of an eternal home in Heaven, 
with Him! Not because we are good, 
but because He is, and because we 
have put our trust in Him and have 
been changed into His glorious likeness 
by the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 

* ” ” * * x 

Mr. McCandliss is an Elder in the 
First Church, Gulfport, Miss., of forty 
years’ standing, during most of which 
time he has taught adult Bible classes. 


EDITORIAL 





To All America! 


In the news this past week was the 
General Council of the American 
(Northern) Baptist Convention, which 
voted to set in motion machinery to 
accept as members Baptist churches 
in the southern U. S. who wish to af- 
filiate with the denomination. 


Some time ago our Church was re- 
minded that it was the only denomina- 
tion confined to a particular “region” 
in the U. S. All others — it was said 
at the time — have a “national” out- 
look and feel free to establish their 
congregations anywhere in the U. S. 
A case in point was the program of the 
United Presbyterian (Northern) body 
which has congregations in all of the 
southern states and which considers 
the South a prime mission field: set- 
ting as a goal the doubling of its con- 
gregations in Florida, for instance, by 
1965. 


The announcement by the Northern 
Baptists seems to disprove one conten- 
tion made at the time this subject was 
first broached in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. It seems that until 
now at least one other denomination 
has been “regional’? — in this case, 
Northern. 


But the Northern Baptists are be- 
ginning to move, spurred on by the 
fact that the Southern Baptists have 
congregations in virtually every state 
in the union... and Canada! It is 
time to remind members of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. that the Gen- 
eral Assembly has given the “go 
ahead” to any proper effort to ex- 
pand our boundaries beyond the arti- 
ficial limits imposed by the Mason- 
Dixon line. In doing so, the Assem- 
bly took note of the fact that we al- 
ready have work in several border 
states, namely New Mexico, Ohio 
Pennsylvania and Maryland. Said the 
Assembly: 


1) No geographical boundaries for 
our Church have ever been set by the 
General Assembly. As a matter of 
fact, we have particular churches now 
in Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
and New Mexico. 


2) The only boundaries in existence 
are those set by Synods and Presby- 
teries themselves. 


3) In view of these facts, the Gen- 


eral Assembly urges Synods and Pres- 
byteries to extend their work to the 
limit of their ability wherever there 
are contiguous unchurched areas. 


In the “Mailbag” this week, there 
is a letter from a reader in Utah who 
wants to see the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. out there. A communication 
was received here, not long ago from 
a congregation in Ohio which wanted 
to take the necessary steps to affiliate 
with our denomination. This com- 
munication was referred to the nearest 
Presbytery of jurisdiction. We do 
not know what that Presbytery has 
done. 


We have it on good authority that 
other congregations in the North wish 
to unite themselves with a Presby- 
terian denomination faithful to the 
Westminster Confession, to historic 
Presbyterianism, the Gospel and the 
Bible. 


The time has come to open our 
doors to those who hunger for Evan- 
gelical fellowship, wherever they may 
be located. We may add that the 
time may come when those dissatisfied 
with Evangelical Christianity after the 
pattern of historic Presbyterianism 
may themselves seek a more congenial 
fellowship elsewhere. 





Anything, Yes—Anything! 


If God has a plan for every in- 
dividual—and He certainly has—then 
Satan has his own plan to thwart the 
will of God if possible. 


The apostle Paul was acutely aware 
of the opposition and designs of Satan. 
On one occasion he wrote the Cor- 
inthian Christians ordering discipli- 
nary action against a brother. Later 
the local church and Paul had for- 
given this man. Writing of this fact 
Paul says: “Lest Satan should get ad- 
vantage of us: for we are not ignorant 
of his devices.” 


“Satan’s devices”—how we need to 
guard against them! 


One of his devices is something good 
instead of that which is best; a worth- 
while vocation in life rather than 
God’s calling to a specific task; a 
secondary achievement rather than 
the prosecution of a primary objec- 
tive; a man-applauded work for the 
Church instead of an obscure service 

unknown to others. 


Yes, Satan will settle for any com- 
promise with God’s perfect purpose 
and will for one of His children, and, 
it is this willingness on our part to 
settle for something other than that 


which is God’s first choice for us 
which brings frustration and often 
failure. 


It is probable that every great 
servant of God has been aware of 
the temptation to divert energy and 
time into some other eminently worth- 
while field of endeavor; the man 
called of God to preach may be 
tempted to become an executive. The 
man called to teach may feel a subtle 
urge to enter the business field. The 
physician or lawyer, laboring where 
God wants him to serve, may have a 
strange desire to do something else. 
The business man or factory worker 
serving our Lord in that capacity may 
feel his talents being wasted. The 
wife, mother and home-maker may feel 
the outside career world offers greater 
opportunities of service. 


The closer Christians follow their 
Lord; the more effective they become 
in His service, the more it is inevitable 
that subtle temptations will arise 
which are designed to divert their 
energies into other channels. 


We may see others who are ob- 
viously living in accordance with God’s 
plan for their lives, and we may be at- 
tracted to their field of endeavor. 
Just remember that God wants you 
where He is using and blessing your 
work. That is where you should stay. 


How true that Satan goes about as 
a roaring lion, seeking the destruction 
of many. But it is equally true that 
he is sometimes operating as an angel 
of light, diverting, where possible, the 
very saints of God and leading them 
into places of secondary usefulness, 


To that end he will accept any com- 
promise—yes, even a “good” compro- 
mise. 


—L. N. B. 





When The Chips Are Down 


Virtually everyone who reads these 
words will remember the recent story 
of the airliner that crashed near Char- 
lottesville, Va., not long ago, with the 
death of all but a single passenger. 


I often made that flight, with the 
pilot who brought the plane to our 
city and returned the same day. I 
talked to the airline agent about him: 


“You know, he was a very religious 
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man. He would come in here and file 
his flight report and then go out and 
read his Bible for the hour before the 
return flight started,” the agent told 
me. 


Why this reference to the pilot’s 
Christian convictions? 


It is the finality of death that turns 
the hearts of many to those things 
which endure. When the chips are 
down the relative importance of the 
temporal and the eternal begin to 
come into focus. 


For this one man—and God grant 
there were many others with a simi- 
lar faith on that plane—the things 
cepted and he had already found Him 
worthy of His trust. 


Cannot the Church return to this 
once vital emphasis on personal con- 
version? Cannot we stop camouflaging 
the most important decision of life 
with phrases like “joining the Church”, 
and point as dying men to dying men 
to the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sins of the world? 


When the chips are down so much 
that we talk of and so many things 
with which we are concerned pale into 
the insignificance of which they are a 
part. 


When the chips are down the one 
question on which eternity depends 
is—What have I done with Christ, the 
Son of the living God? 


Korean Tragedy 


The schism which has developed in 
the Korean Presbyterian Church has 
brought deep sorrow to all who know 
the situation. There are many com- 
plicating factors but the issues are 
primarily ecclesiastical and personal 
and not theological. 


The following excerpts from a let- 
ter written by a prominent Korean 
woman, along with “A Statement of 
Concern” which she has sent to some 
friends here in America, will indicate 
in some measure the agony of soul 
which this schism has brought to 
many in that church. 


After reading the following we be- 
lieve there will be a mighty volume 
of prayer on behalf of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ in Korea. 


Into this breach between Christians 
Dr. Carl: McIntire has now entered. 
At this moment he is in Korea seeking 


to further the schism and lead men 
off into his own discordant group. 


The rift, which Dr. McIntire and 
three associates travelling with him in 
Korea are seeking to widen is not 
what they are making it out to be. 
In the fray the terms “ecumenical” 
and “National Association of Evan- 
gelicals” are being frequently but 
loosely used. These terms have no 
reference to organizations or move- 
ments recognized in the U. S. To- 
gether with the issue of involvement 
in the World Council of Churches, they 
are but slogans which have been siezed 
upon as useful by men who are actual- 
ly seeking ecclesiastical power. Both 
sides are theologically conservative. 
At the same time, neither side has an 
exclusive claim to theological virtue. 


At the moment there are men of 
good will on both sides of the contro- 
versy who have offered to drop all 
agitation for external affiliations for 
the sake of Christian harmony. Sure- 
ly such steps looking to reconciliation 
should be commended. Instead of this 
we have men going out from America 
determined to fan the flames of dis- 
ruption. We are being told that they 
have gone out to “exalt the Scrip- 
tures.”” In our opinion the precipitate 
action of these men is calculated to 
do just the opposite. 


One is reminded of David’s prayer: 
“O Lord, I pray Thee, turn the counsel 
of Ahithophel into foolishness.” 


We know that our God can cause 
even the wrath of man to please Him; 
and, the remainder of wrath will He 
restrain. Let us pray to that end. 


—L. N. B. 


(Letter Follows) 


“To the Presbyterian Women of 
America”’: 


“You have probably heard the heart- 
breaking news concerning the split in 
the Presbyterian Church in Korea. I’d 
like to share with you some things 
which have followed after the Gen- 
eral Assembly divided. 


“The women of our Church had no 
heart for this fighting and could not 
understand the meaning of the split. 
After much prayer and tears they de- 
cided not to involve themselves with 
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either side in this division. Rather 
they have dedicated themselves to 
prayer for revival and unity within 
the church. They also decided to 
continue the regular program of the 
Women’s Organization without divid- 
ing. We are keenly aware that this 
division is Satan’s work. The Korean 
Church is just now becoming more 
keenly aware of its missionary task 
to the world. Therefore Satan’s tac- 
tics are to tear the Church asunder 
so she cannot bear the powerful wit- 
ness she ought to bear. But Satan 
is a conquered enemy! We can still 
overcome by prayer, repentance and 
revival. We want to follow this 
method rather than that of criticism 
and self-righteousness. In my letter 
to the Women’s organization I said, 
“Let us pray like Esther! Perhaps 
God will yet have mercy on _ us.” 
Their warm response has overwhelmed 
me. Thousands of women have 
pledged themselves to pray three times 
a day for the unity of our Church. 
Truly, we have many Esthers in 
Korea! 


“The shame of this split is that it 
was not caused by deep theological 
conviction, but by a few corrupted 
and unscrupulous church leaders seek- 
ing for more power. It is not that 
people are for or against the ecumeni- 
cal movement or the NAE as you 
know them in the U. S. The people 
do not even know what the ecumeni- 
cal movement is or what the NAE 
stands for. These words are just 
propaganda slogans which certain peo- 
ple have attached to their bandwagons. 


“This is a time of crisis for our 
Church, and I must do all in my power 
to bring about reconciliation at this 
time. I have been speaking through- 
out the Seoul area on the theme, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” I try to bring 
hope to our heartsick people, the hope 
that one healing touch of Christ’s 
finger can bind up the wounds of our 
sick Church and bring life and resur- 
rection. 


“Although the body of Lazarus lay 
rotting in the tomb, his situation was 


not hopeless because Christ is all- 
powerful. So our Church may seem 
to be rotting — but we are expecting 


a glorious resurrection! It is a law 
of life that if we accept difficult 
trials with prayer and faith, God soon 
turns the situation upside down and 
twists what seems like a tragedy into 


(Cont. on P. 13) 








JABLE JALK 


The Pattern of Sanctification 


PROF. JOHN MURRAY 


No aspect of the doctrine of sancti- 
fication or of holy living—confronts 
us with the sanctity and seriousness 
of the subject more forcefully than 
the question of the pattern of holy 
living. For “pattern” is concerned 
with that to which the people of God 
are to be conformed. 


The primary consideration in this 
connection is that God Himself is the 
pattern. Sanctification has respect 
to holiness. The Old Testament as 
well as the New lays stress upon this 
fact. “For I am the Lord your God: 
sanctify yourselves therefore, and be 
ye holy; for I am holy ... For I am 
the Lord that brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt, to be your God: 
ye shall therefore be holy, for I am 
holy” (Lev. 11:44, 45). It is summed 
up again in Leviticus 19:2: “Ye shall 
be holy; for I the Lord your God 
am holy”. 


Peter, in accord with this Old Testa- 
ment witness and with express appeal 
to it, writes: “As He who has called 
you is holy, so be ye also holy in all 
manner of life, because it is written, 
Be ye holy, for I am holy” (I Pet. 1: 
15, 16). Our Lord Himself enunciated 
the same principle when He said to 
His disciples: “Ye shall therefore be 
perfect as your Heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Matt. 5:48). It is worthy 
of note how this governing principle 
is introduced by our Lord: it is ap- 
pealed to in order to enforce a very 
concrete and practical duty. The 
disciples are being exhorted to bestow 
lovingkindness upon their enemies, and 
the reason is that God Himself is kind 
to the unthankful and to the evil. 
They are to follow the example of 
their Heavenly Father and thus show 
themselves to be sons of the Father 
Who is in heaven. So we are thus 
provided with a concrete example of 
what is involved in being perfect as 
God is perfect. 


GOD THE PATTERN 


Our proper concern with the law of 
God as the measure of right and 


wrong, or with the revealed will of 
God as the norm of what is well-pleas- 
ing to God, must not prevent us from 
appreciating the fundamental prin- 
ciple, namely, that likeness to God 
is the ultimate pattern of sanctifica- 
tion. The reason why God Himself 
is the pattern should be obvious: man 
is made in the image of God and noth- 
ing less than the image of God can 
define the restoration which redemp- 
tion contemplates. Man must be cre- 
ated anew after God in knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness (Eph. 4: 
24; Col. 3:10). 


When we say, as Scripture plainly 
asserts, that God Himself is the pat- 
tern, we must not overlook the distinc- 
tion. There is a total discrepancy be- 
tween God as God and man as man, 
between God as Creator and man as 
creature, between God as sovereign 
and man as dependent. So it must 
not be thought that likeness to God 
can ever be absolute. There is a 
sense in which to aspire after likeness 
to God is the worst kind of iniquity. 
This again illustrates how fine is the 
line of demarcation between iniquity 
and holiness. 


Strange as it may seem, the recog- 
nition that there is no likeness to God, 
in respect of that which He uniquely 
is, is the presupposition of the prin- 
ciple with which we are now con- 
cerned, namely, that likeness to God 
is the ultimate and primary pattern 
in sanctification. And it is very like- 
ly that the genius of the allegation 
with which the tempter first seduced 
Eve, “Ye shall be as God knowing 
good and evil’, consisted in confusing 
the false and the true in reference to 
likeness to God. 


THE LAW: PORTRAIT OF GOD 


Our likeness to God is in relation 
to His law. The law of God is the 
transcript of God’s perfection coming 
into expression for the regulation of 
thought and conduct. By obeying His 
law, we become “like” Him. 


The Scripture speaks of the law 


of God as Spiritual. This means that 
it is of divine origin and character, 
more specifically that it is derived 
from the Holy Spirit, that it is vali- 
dated by His authority, and bespeaks 
His character. The law is also spoken 
of as holy, just, and good. These are 
attributes which express what God is, 
and to characterize the law as holy, 
just, and good is but to claim in the 
most explicit way possible that the 
law bears the imprint of God’s char- 
acter as holy, just, and good. Thus 
every lack of conformity to the law 
of God is lack of conformity to God’s 
likeness, and all conformity to the law 
is but conformity to that pattern which 
is the primary and ultimate pattern 
of sanctification. 


Now, the supreme revelation of 
His will for us, the supreme exhibition 
of that pattern which is the exemplar 
of sanctification, is the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. He is the effulgence 
of the Father’s glory and the express 
image of His being; He is the image 
of the invisible God. “No man hath 
seen God at any time: God only 
begotten who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath revealed Him” (John 
1:18). He who hath seen Him hath 
seen the Father (cf. John 14:9). In 
Christ’s flesh, which is identical with 
ours as to its nature, the holiness of 
God, as it is reflected in and impressed 
upon man, comes to perfect expression 
and illustration. 


In no other way could God’s holi- 
ness, as relevant to our responsibility 
and as exemplifying the pattern to 
which the saints of God are to be con- 
formed, be so effectively revealed. 
This is why, concretely and practically, 
the example of our Lord is invested 
with incomparable significance, and 
our Lord Himself could say, “I have 
given you an example that ye should 
do as I have done to you” (John 
13:15). And the apostles could en- 
join to the same effect: “For hereun- 
to were ye called: because Christ al- 
so suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that ye should follow His 
footsteps” (I Pet. 2:21). 
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CHRIST: PERFECT FULFILLMENT 


Thus the process of sanctification 
ean be described in its richest mean- 
ing as transformation into the image 
of Christ. The goal of the Father’s 
predestination is conformity to the 
image of the Son that He might be 
the firstborn among many brethren, 
and the whole redemptive process sub- 
serves the achievement of this goal. 
Sanctification as one aspect of that 
process must, in the nature of the 
case, be patterned after the “image” 
which is the final end. There is no 
incompatibility between likeness to 
Christ and likeness to the Father for, 
as noted, Christ is the image of the 
Father. And John can define the con- 
summation of the sanctifying process 
as likeness to the Father when he 
says, “we know that when He shall 
appear we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is (I John 
3:2). It is of the Father John is 
speaking in this context, and so it is 
likeness to the Father he has in view. 


It is with the glory of the Father 
that the Son of God incarnate is Him- 
self glorified and when believers are 
also glorified with that glory there 
must be the conformity by which the 
Son is the firstborn among many 
brethren. 


When we think of sanctification as 
being patterned after the image of 
Christ, we must ask the question: how 
does it take place? As we think of 
definitive sanctification, we found al- 
ready that this basically consists in 
union with Christ in His death and 
resurrection. And that simply means 
that we have been conformed to His 
death and resurrection. We died with 
Him and we rose with Him. Nothing 
could be more significant in this con- 
nection than the apostle’s word: “For 
if we have become grown together in 
the likeness of His death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of His resurrec- 
tion” (Rom. 6:5). For here the term 
“likeness” points to the conception 
with which we are now concerned, 
namely, pattern. So the inception of 
sanctification demands conformity to, 
or patterning after, that which is 
central in the redemptive accomplish- 
ment of the incarnate Son, His death 
and resurrection. 


Though it is this conformity that 
constitutes definitive sanctification, 
we are not by any means to think 
that this conformity does not also 
bear upon progressive sanctification. 


To a large extent the progress of 
sanctification is dependent upon the 
increasing understanding and appro- 
priation of the implications of that 
identification with Christ in His death 
and resurrection. Nothing is more 
relevant to progressive sanctification 
than the reckoning of ourselves to be 
dead to sin and alive to God through 
Jesus Christ (cf. Rom. 6:11). And 
when Paul contemplates the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus and the hope of the resurrec- 
tion, nothing is more characteristic 
of his present preoccupation than to 
know of His sufferings, being made 
conformable to His death” (Phil, 3: 
10). 


THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE AGENT 


We must remember, of course, that a 
supernatural agency is at work in this 
process. But the means by which 
this work of grace is wrought are 
clearly indicated. The glory of Christ 
is portrayed and exhibited to us in the 
pages of Scripture. The Holy Spirit 
illumines our minds and quickens our 
hearts to behold that glory — He 
takes of the things of Christ and shows 
them to us. He thus glorifies Christ. 
The responses in us are adoration, 
love, obedience, and communion. His 
glory fills our minds, captivates our 
hearts, constrains our wills. Our 
whole being is rendered captive to 
Him and His glory. In ways approp- 
riate to each aspect of our personality 
and to each detail of demand arising 
for us we are transformed more and 
more so that the fashion of this pres- 
ent world is displaced by conformity 
to Him Who captivates faith, love, 
and hope. That Christ should be fo- 
cal in thought and affection does no 
prejudice or dishonour to the Father 
and Spirit. It is in the face of Christ 
that the glory of God is resplendent 
— He is the effulgence of the Father’s 
glory. It is the prerogative of the 
Spirit to glorify Christ. Hence when 
Christ is truly honoured the other 
persons of the Godhead are likewise 
honoured. 


This process of conformation to the 
image of Christ does not take place 
by quiescent passivity on our part. 
It is only by concentrated application 
to the glory of the Lord. And all 
the energies of our being are enlisted 
in the exercise of adoration, love, 
obedience, and fellowship. 


ba ” * * % * 


Prof. Murray occupies the chair of 
Systematic Theology at Westminster 
Theological Seminary. 
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a mighty blessing. Even though we 
sinned so greatly we are expecting 
to see God’s great power at work for 
us. We still have the hope to be a 
lighthouse for Asia. 





“The laymen of our Church are 
closely watching their spiritual leaders 
at this time. They are expecting to 
see both the Korean and foreign 
church leaders walk in the way of 
reconciliation, rather than putting 
their weight on one side in this con- 
troversy. Surely there is sin on both 
sides. I am eagerly looking forward 
to that day in the future, after this 
excitement dies down, when the Ko- 
rean Church will understand the real 
meaning of “ecumenical” and “NAE” 
and will appreciate the values in both 
groups. 


But, if there is no reconciliation, 
almost every Presbyterian Church in 
Korea will be split, down to the small 
village churches. I think you can have 
no idea of the bitterness, confusion 
and fighting this division is causing 
within each small church. If there is 
no reconciliation there is no way to 
evangelize either in Korea or other 
countries. The churches of all the 
world will suffer to some degree—for 
we are one body, and if one member 
suffers, all do. 


I am sure your prayers are with us 
at this time and I am grateful for 
them. 


Yours, in the service of Christ, 
Name withheld 





Grace, in the Word of God has at 
least three wonderful connotations. 
First it means graciousness, gen- 
erosity or kindness. Second, it 
means the great, undeserved Love 
of God in Christ that caused Him 
to stoop down and save us from our 
sins. Third, it means the power 
that daily holds us up amidst the 
trials, sicknesses and harassing ex- 
periences of life. Sample of the 
first: “And all bare Him witness 
and wondered at the gracious words 
that proceeded out of His mouth” 
(Lk. 4:22). Of the second: “For 
by Grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). 
Of the third: “He said unto me, 
My Grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in 
weakness” II Cor. 12:9). 

—R. Wilbur Cousar 

















SUNDAY SC 
CSS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13, 1959 


CG, 


Pr 
a 
' é 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Peter’s Broadening Ministry 


Background Scripture: Acts 9:32-11:18 
Devotional Reading: John 10:9-16 


Our Devotional Reading is part of Jesus’ sermon on 
Himself as the “door” and the “good shepherd”: “T 
am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out and find pleasure”. I am 
the good shepherd; the good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep”. “I am the good shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine”. He was sent especially 
to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 


In the sixteenth verse Jesus enlarges His sermon: 
“And other sheep 1 have, which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; 
and there shall be one fold and one shepherd”. In 
His “Marching Orders” as He left His disciples, He 
told them to go into all the world and preach the Gos- 
pel; beginning at Jerusalem they were to go into the 
uttermost parts of the earth. 


When God called Abram He promised him that all 
the nations of the world should be blessed of him and 
his seed. The Jews were God’s chosen people, it is 
true, but chosen to preserve the true religion until 
the fulness of time should come when Christ would 
die for the sins, not merely of the Jews, but of the world. 
He was the Lamb of God Who should take away the 
sin of the world. The River of Salvation was to flow 
into all the world. “Look unto me and be ve saved 
all the ends of the earth.” 


The disciples seemed very slow and even reluctant 
to accept their orders and go into all the world. Philip 
had preached to the Samaritans, but there seemed to be 
a feeling that the Gentiles would have to become Jews 
before the Gospel applied to them, and there continued 
to be a wall of partition which had to be broken down 
before Christianity would become a universal religion 
instead of a merely Jewish religion. And although 
Peter “opened the door’, so to speak, to the Gentiles, 
he always remained somewhat narrow and was mainly 
the apostle to the Jews, while Paul became the apostle 
to the Gentiles. After today’s lesson we see little of 
Peter except in the next two chapters, and it is Paul 
and Barnabas, and Paul and Silas, who take up most 
of the space from chapter 13 on through Acts. 


In the Broadening Ministry of Peter we take up two 
of his miracles and then his experience with Cornelius 
—the “Gentile Pentecost” in the house of Cornelius. 


I. Two Great Miracles: 9:32-43 


Miracles became less frequent as the need for them 
ceased. After the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, the 
churches had a season of rest throughout all Judea and 
Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in 


the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Hol) 
Spirit, were multiplied. Their chief persecutor had 
been transformed by a miracle into their greatest 
friend, and for a time this seemed to stun the foes of 
the church. 


Peter was free to go where he pleased and, passing 
through all quarters, he came down also to the saints 
at Lydda. Here he found a certain man named Aeneas, 
who had been sick for eight years of the palsy. Peter 
said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: 
arise and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.” 
Notice how careful Peter is to give all the glory to 
Christ. The disciples never claimed any power of their 
own: it all came from Christ. Jesus, however, per- 
formed miracles in His own power as the Son of God. 


This miracle had a tremendous effect, for all that 
dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him and turned to the 
Lord. 


The second miracle was the raising of Dorcas to life. 
This woman lived in Joppa and was respected for the 
good works and almsdeeds which she did. She was taken 
sick and died, and since Lydda was near Joppa the 
disciples sent for Peter who came to them. All the 
widows were weeping and showing the coats and gar- 
ments that Dorcas had made while she was alive. 
Peter put them all out of the room and kneeled and 
prayed.” Then, turning to the body said, “Tabitha, 
arise.” She opened her eyes and sat up. He gave her 
his hand and when he had called the saints and wid- 
ows, presented her alive. 


This miracle became known and caused many to 
believe. This was the purpose of these “mighty works.” 
They were the proofs of the Truth which the disciples 
proclaimed. They led many to believe, even as the 
miracles of Jesus caused many to believe, especially 
His raising of Lazarus from the dead. The miracles in 
themselves were not important, because all of these 
men and women died again when the time came for 
them to die. The most important miracle for us to 
believe and look forward to is the Resurrection when 
all who are in their graves shall hear His voice and 
come forth. The raising to life of a Dorcas was but 
temporary; the final resurrection will be permanent 
and we shall have a glorious eternity of life. 


Il. Peter and Cornelius: 10:1-11:18 


This is one of the most important passages, not only 
in the book of Acts, but in the New Testament, for it 
tells the story of the opening of the door to the Gen- 
tiles. From that day to this, the church has been large- 
ly Gentile, and still is. After the fullness of the Gen- 
tiles has come in we are hoping and praying that the 
veil may be removed from the Jewish mind — that 
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they as a people will accept their Messiah. At present 
most of the Jews are agnostics or unbelievers in Christ 
as the Son of God and their rightful Messiah. We 
have missions among the Jews and there are some 
Christian Jews. These are usually very zealous Chris- 
tians. 


One of our evangelists, while holding a meeting in 
Mooresville, announced as one of his subjects, “How 
is man saved?”” He preached on the Conversion of 
Cornelius. Cornelius was a good man. This is the 
description given of him: “A devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his house, which gave alms to 
the people, and prayed to God alway.” What did he 
lack? He was near the kingdom, but he lacked one 
thing, Christ. A good man is saved just like a bad 
man is saved. He is saved by the grace of God in 
Christ. There may be a big difference between a Cor- 
nelius and a Saul of Tarsus. Both are saved, however, 
in the same way. Let me say that I believe God will 
always lead men like Cornelius into full light, even 
as He led this man. 


Some of these minor Roman officers seem to have 
been unusually good men. We meet several of them 
in the Gospels and Acts. They put to shame the high- 
er officials like Pilate and Herod and Felix. 


Cornelius had a vision in which he was told to send 
to Joppa for Simon Peter: “he shall tell thee what 
thou oughtest to do.” God could have told him by the 
mouth of the angel, but that it not usually God’s way. 
He uses men to tell other men what to do to be saved. 
Cornelius called immediately for two of his house- 
hold servants and a devout soldier, and sent them tc 


Joppa. 


Now we go to Joppa for a little while and see what 
happens to Peter. He has to be prepared to do some- 
thing which he has neved done before; for his new ad- 
venture. Peter goes up on the housetop to pray and 
there he sees a vision. A vessel like a sheet is let down 
wherein there is all manner of fourfooted beasts and 
wild beasts and fowls of the air and he is told to kill 
and eat. This was a natural vision for a man who 
was very hungry, but it had a supernatural meaning 
for Peter. He refused to eat, saying, “Not so, Lord; 
for I have never eaten anything that is common or un- 
clean.” ‘Then the voice spoke the second time, saying, 
“What God hath cleansed, that call thou not unclean.” 
This was done three times. 


While Peter was much perplexed as to the meaning 
of the vision, the three men sent by Cornelius stood 
before the gate and asked for him. The Spirit told 
him of the three men and told him to go with them. 
They tell Peter their mission and on the next day Peter 
and six brethren start on their journey. The following 
day they arrive at Caesarea. Cornelius had called to- 
gether his kinsmen and near friends. When Peter comes 
in Cornelius falls down to worship him but Peter takes 
him by the hand saying, “Stand up; I myself also am 
aman.” Peter is not acting like a “pope”, but a simple 
man. Then Peter and Cornelius tell each other what 
happened to them both. 


Verse 33 says, ‘““Now therefore are we all here present 
before God, to hear all things that are commanded 
thee of God.” Here is an ideal congregation. It is 
not strange that they had a marvellous experience. 
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Peter, in verse 34, admits something that he had 
been slow to admit, namely, that God is no respecter 
of persons. As a Jew he had felt very superior to the 


Gentile, no doubt. But Peter’s eyes had been opened 
to the fact that the Gospel is for all men. Peter 
preached Christ and closed his message with these 
words: ‘Through His Name (Christ’s Name) whoso- 
ever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins”. 

While he yet spoke the Holy Spirit fell on all of 
them, to the astonishment of the Jews who had ac- 
companied Peter. Peter said, “Can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be baptized?” This scene 
has been called “The Gentile Pentecost”. 


When Peter got back, the Jews contended with him 
for going into the home of a Gentile and eating with 
them. But he told them of his vision and his visit to 
Caesarea and of all that took place, and this apparently 
satisfied his critics. “When they heard these things, 
they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then 
hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance un- 
to life”. It seems strange to us that they were so slow 
to recognize this truth. Prejudice does not disappear 
in a day, however, as we shall see later on. This was 
a great day for the church, however, as Peter’s broad- 
ening ministry took in Cornelius and the other Gen- 
tiles at Caesarea. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 13, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“The Effectiveness of the Scriptures” 


Scripture: Hebrews 4 

Suggested Hymns: 
“How Precious Is the Book Divine” 
“Wonderful Words of Life’”’ 
“Lamp of Our Feet” 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(The agency through which our church works to 
publish and distribute the Bible is the American Bi- 
ble Society. As a part of your observance of Bible 
Sunday you may wish to receive a special offering for 
the American Bible Society. If you do decide to re- 
ceive this offering, an announcement should be made 
ahead of time that you are planning to do so. In case 
you do receive this offering, you should ask someone 
to make a brief report on the work of the Bible So- 
ciety. Your minister will be able to supply the needed 
information.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Today is Universal Bible Sunday. It is a day for Chris- 
tian people all over the world to place special emphasis 
on the Bible in their study and worship. It can well 
be a worldwide observance, because people all over 
the world are reading and studying the Bible. At least 
portions of the Bible now appear in more than 1100 
different languages and dialects. Christian people 
spend millions of dollars to translate, publish, teach 
and preach the Bible. We are convinced that these 
dollars are well spent. We believe that the business 
of spreading the Scriptures is one of the most im- 
portant businesses in the world. We are believers in 
the Bible. Why do we have such faith in this Book? 
What good does it do? Is our faith in the Bible any 


more than a proud tradition? What proof can we give 
that the Bible is as important as we say it is? 


The Bible has something to say about its own effec- 
tiveness, and our own experience proves that what 
the Bible claims for itself is true. In one verse (He- 
brews 4:12) we find this very strong statement: “For 
the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart”. 


First Speaker: 


The Bible is a lively Book. The word “quick” in 
Hebrews 4:12 does not mean “sudden”, but “living” 
or “lively”. The message of the Bible is a living Word 
because it has been spoken by a living God . . . by 
One Who said, “I AM THAT I AM”. The Bible is 
a lively Book because it contains a life-giving message. 
It tells us the things we need to know in order to pass 
from spiritual death to spiritual life. The Bible is 
the only Book which introduces us to the only Saviour. 
In the parable of The Sower (Luke 8:11) Jesus said, 
“The seed is the Word of God”. Seed contains life 
which can develop into new life. The same can be 
said for the Word of God. We live by faith .. . by 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 


EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 

Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 





Chapter, Phi 
Theta Kappa 
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faith in God as He makes Himself known to us in the 
Scriptures: ‘Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). I Peter 1:23 
explains the life-giving nature of the Scriptures by say- 
ing that we are “born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word which liveth and 
abideth forever”. 


Second Speaker: 


The Bible is an energetic Book. The word “ener- 
getic” is practically a letter-for-letter translation of the 
Greek word which is translated “powerful” in Hebrews 
4:12. Energetic literally means “in-working.” When 
the Word of God enters our hearts and minds, it 
works. There are preachers and personal workers who 
quote Scripture and rely on its effectiveness to change 
the lives of the people to whom they witness. The 
in-working power of the Bible accounts for the success 
of these Bible-trusting workers. 


The Bible in our hearts enlightens, convicts, con- 
verts, inspires, persuades, and instructs. Psalm 119:11 
describes the way it works: “Thy Word have I hid in 
mine heart that I might not sin against thee”. In 
Isaiah 55:10-11 we have God’s promise that it will work: 
“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall 
my Word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing where- 
to I sent it.” 


Third Speaker: 


The Bible is a critical Book. ‘The word in Hebrews 
4:12 which is translated “discerner” is almost exactly 
like our word “critic’. We usually think of a critic 
as a person with a bad spirit who is always finding 
fault. But in the best sense, a critic is a judge. The 
whole last part of this 12th verse describes the probing 
judgment of the Word of God. The Bible has a right 
to be critical because it is the Word of God. When 
other men criticize us, their judgment may be mistaken, 
for we know that they have faults themselves. When 
God is the judge, we know that His judgment is true 
for there are no flaws in His character. His Word 
measures us and makes us measure ourselves by God's 
standards of righteousness. The Bible is continually 
bringing us to spiritual crossroads and making us choose 
one way or the other. Here is an example of the ef- 
fective way in which the Bible pronounces judgment: 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36). A 
line is drawn between those who believe and those 
who do not. Believers are judged to have spiritual 
life, and unbelievers are declared to be under the 
wrath of God. 


Program Leader: 


Our wonderful Bible . . . this living, working, judg- 
ing Book . . . has changed our own lives. Its mes- 
sage of truth and salvation has worked effectively in 
the lives of millions of people in all places. We be- 
lieve it can change many millions more. That is why 
we teach it and preach it in our Sunday Schools and 


churches. ‘That is why we send missionaries to other 
lands. That is why we have organizations like the 
American Bible Society to translate, publish, and dis- 
tribute the Scriptures. That is why we ought to con- 
sider offering our lives to God in order that we may 
be used by Him to spread the message of the Bible 
throughout the world. 


Closing Prayer. 





GOOD REASONS 
for a CHURCH 
EXTENSION ANNUITY 


® SAFE ... backed by Church Extension 
experience and integrity 


® PAYS YOU ... up to 7.4% returns 


® PERMANENT ... payments to you are 
sure and regular, with a fixed income 


® COMPLETED GIFT .. . not involved 
with later legalities 

® TAX DEDUC- 
TIBLE IN PART 
... from your in- 
come 


® TROUBLE-FREE 
checks sent 
promptly; no wor- © 
ry about fraud, 4. ~ 
theft, loss Sa 


© YOUR WITNESS 
FOR CHRIST ... 
in the years to come 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


Write to 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 


BoarD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 








COMING! 

CircLE BIBLE STUDIES FOR 1960 
“Christ The Unifying Center” 
by 
MANForD GEo. GutzKE, D.D., Ph.D. 





Beginning in the JOURNAL, Dec. 9, 1959 
On MAGNETIC TAPE, as given to North Caro- 


lina and South Carolina Synodicals, 


SET OF 12 LESSONS ON 3 TAPES .... $9.00 


An extension of the ministry of the 
Bible Department, 
Columbia Theological Seminary 





Order from: B1sLE For You, Inc., 
P. O. Box 8395, Station F, Atlanta 6, Georgia 
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THE CHURCH AT HOMYL 


THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


ATLANTA, Ga.—(PN)—Mr. Tully 
D. Blair, president of the Security Life 
and Trust Company of Winston-Salem, 
N. C., was elected chairman of the 
General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., here October 5. 


Mr. Blair was elected during the 
Council’s annual Fall meeting to suc- 
ceed the Rev. Emmett McGukin of 
Lynchburg, Va. The term of office of 
the chairman is one year. 


The General Council is the coordi- 
nating budget and planning agency of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. Execu- 
tive secretary of the Council is Dr. 
J. G. Patton in Atlanta. 


Elected vice-chairman to succeed 
Mr. James Oeland of Presbyterian Col- 
lege in Clinton, S. C., was the Rev. 
J. Moody McDill, of Jackson, Miss. 


A new chairman was named to the 
Budget and Stewardship Committee of 
the Council in the same meeting. He 
is the Rev. John H. McKinnon of 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


In addition six members’ were 
elected to the Executive Committee of 
the Council. They are: 


The Rev. R. Matthew Lynn, Mid- 
land, Tex.; the Rev. Massey Mott Helt- 
zel, Richmond, Va.; the Rev. Samuel 
M. Inman, Toccoa, Ga.; Mrs. W. 
Everarde Jones, Sr., Tchula, Miss.; 
Mr. Nat K. Rainey, Nashville, Tenn.; 
and the Rev. Robert Bluford, Jr., 
Gaffney, S. C. 


SPECIAL REPORT 


Business before the Council included 
action on a General Assembly-referred 
question concerning the work of the 
Women of the Church, proposals for 
the 1964 emphasis for the entire 
Church, a special report on “The Of- 
fice of the Minister,” and consideration 
of plans for the Centennial year. 


WOMEN 


The Council was asked by the Gen- 
eral Assembly to consider a motion 
made on the floor of the Assembly 
in April, asking “that the Women of 
the Church be directed to keep their 
work year as at present.” To this 
request the Council answered that its 
study of the matter revealed that the 
Women did not plan to make any 
change in the fiscal year under which 


their work is carried on, and that 
their fiscal year would continue to be 
the same as that of the Church. But 
the program of the Women is being 
changed, the Council found, to allow 
for election of officers and the be- 
ginning of formal program activities 
at a different time than in the past. 
This program, or work-year, shift 
would place the beginning of the 
Women’s year in the fall instead of 
in January, and would closely corre- 
spond to the type of program year 
now governing the work of most Sun- 
day Schools in the Church. The Coun- 
cil found that “the changes in their 
program work year proposed by the 
Board of Women’s Work are within 
the province of their authority and 
create no conflict.” 


1964 


On the recommendation of the Pro- 
gram Committee of the Council, the 
Council approved “Christian Worship” 
as the 1964 Church-wide emphasis. 
The objectives of the year’s emphasis 
would be to “explore the implications 
of our doctrines of God and of man 
for the worship of the Church, to 
re-discover our Christian heritage of 
worship, particularly that of the Re- 
formed faith, to become aware of and 
learn from contemporary expressions 
of worship throughout Christendom, 
and to enable people to understand 
the purpose and elements of worship 
and thereby to engage in worship 
which is appropriate, sincere and 
meaningful.” 


OFFICE OF MINISTER 


The Program Committee also 
brought in a new study dealing with 
“The Office of the Minister.” The 
Committee, charged with the respon- 
sibility for offering recommendations 
intended to provide for a strengthen- 
ing of the total Church program, had 
named a sub-committee for the “Study 
of Certain Phases of Life and Work 
of the Church.” This study, in the 
nature of a preliminary report, on the 
office of the minister was the first 
coming from the new sub-committee. 
It begins with the statement that “The 
minister is, in large measure the key 
to the program of the Church.” Point- 
ing to the fact that to deal with the 
task of “strengthening the Church’s 
program” requires careful considera- 
tion of the role of the minister in the 


success of the program, the report cites 
areas in which the enlistment, train- 
ing and nurture of ministers might 
be improved. Still other areas, not 
yet explored by the sub-committee are 
indicated as areas for further study. 
The report was presented as a sample 
of that which the Program Committee 
wants to explore more fully, and the 
Council voted to approve the continu- 
ation of the study, and to provide 
funds for it. 


SALARIES 


On yet another item referred to the 
General Council by the General As- 
sembly, the Council acted to bring 
together the executives of all boards 
and agencies of the Assembly, to study 
salary scales and policies. An Ad 
Interim Committee report on salary 
scales to the 1959 Assembly was re- 
ferred to the Council. The Council 
action recommends that the Assembly 
express appreciation for the AIC study, 
and then asks executives to meet to 
devise means for exchanging infor- 
mation on job classifications, salaries 
and wages, policies for promotion, for 
benefits, and similar matters. Dr. J. G. 
Patton, executive secretary of the 
Council, was named convenor. 


Dr. Wallace Alston, chairman of 
the Assembly’s Centennial Committee, 
presented a report to the Council, and 
was given unanimous backing of the 
Council in setting Oct. 15, 1961 as the 
date for the Centennial Offering. The 
Offering, already approved in prin- 
ciple by the Assembly, will be divided 
equally between evangelistic efforts 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
a gift to sister churches of the Re- 
formed Faith overseas. The offering 
will be taken as a_ thank-offering 
for blessings which this Church has 
received. 





SELMA, ALA., — (PN) — Presby- 
terian men, representing 10 counties 
in West Alabama, met Oct. 25 at 
Selma for the Men of the Church 
meeting. They heard J. W. Baldwin, 
of Houston, Tex., as their principal 
speaker. Mr. Baldwin is president of 
the Assembly Men’s Council. 


New officers elected at the meeting 
were: Jack Sherra, of Selma, presi- 
dent; Sam Ridley of Tuscaloosa, vice- 
president; Thomas Marshall of Dem- 
opolis, vice-president; and John Van 
Derveer, Selma, secretary-treasurer. 
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CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. The 
8th World Missions Conference closed 
here Oct. 25 after the most successful 
week of all. With all Presbyterian 
churches participating, some 9 special 
lay and ministerial leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., together 
with 20 missionaries and missionary 
candidates combined to make a week 
of spiritual enrichment and great 
blessing. 


Over $225,000 is in sight from the 
churches of the city to the cause of 
Missions, with $110,000 pledged by 
members of the First Church alone. 
We thank God and give Him the glory. 

—J. P. McCallie 
Chairman, Conference Comm. 





WEST MONROE, LA. A Commis- 
sion of Red River Presbytery organized 
the Highland Outpost of the Memorial 
Church into the Highland Presbyterian 
Church, Nov. 1. This work began 
in 1953 with the establishment of a 
five-day kindergarten by the Memorial 
church. Sunday School and preaching 
services were started later in the first 
unit of the present plant under the di- 
rection of the Rev. Hugh Bradshaw, 
pastor of Memorial. The new congre- 
gation will soon have properties con- 
servatively estimated at $85,000. The 
church was organized with 113 Charter 
members. 








IN HIS LIKENESS, by G. McLeod 


Bryan. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 192 pp. $3.00. 


This valuable little book is a collec- 
tion of many of the world’s greatest 
statements on the imitation of Christ. 
Beginning with the New Testament’s 
own words on this theme, it moves 
chronologically through some of the 
greatest writings of Christendom, 
down to the present. 


There are forty selections in all, 
from the works of such men as Ignatius 
(30-107 A.D.), Augustine, Francis of 
Assisi, Martin Luther, John Calvin, 
William Law, the Wesleys, Soren 
Kierkegaard, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 


Each selection is about three pages 
long, and each is prefaced by a one 
page introduction to the man — his 
life and thought. Thus, the book is 


uniquely adapted to short devotional 


readings among the classics. The 
complete listing of sources and refer- 
ences at the end of the book makes 
this anthology particularly valuable 
as a springboard for further reading. 


Dr. Bryan is a graduate of Wake 
Forest College and Yale University. 
His aim to demonstrate the ad- 
equacy of Christ’s example as a guide 
for Christian ethics (which is his field 
of specialization.) He is thoroughly 
evangelical in his view of the relation 
between redemption and ethical liv- 
ing. 


is 


The diversity of this book is one 
of its most stimulating characteristics. 
Christians of every persuasion, ancient 
and modern, mystic and activist, find 
here a common ground in the com- 
mand, “Follow thou me.” 


—David W. A. Taylor 
Bristol, Virginia 


A MONTHLY 
MAGAZINE 
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The profusely-illustrated monthiy 
WORLD VISION MAGAZINE 


contains thrilling missionary reports 
and stories by Dr. Bob Pierce, 
master missionary-storyteller and 
World Vision’s president, along with 
accounts of his worldwide ministry. 


It also presents timely articles 
to keep you informed on current events 
that affect missionary enterprise, 
devotionals, photo-features, news, 
book reviews and practical suggestions 
for emphasizing missions at 

home as well as in the church and 
Sunday school. It is an eloquent, 
moving voice for the whole 

cause of missions—a plea for your 
missionary, and a most valuable 

help to you in fulfilling your part in 
God’s Great Commission. 


Send coupon for your 
FREE MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION 


WORLD VISION 

Dept. PJ-119, BOx X, PASADENA, CALIF 

a Please add my name to your 
FREE subscription list for World 
Vision Magazine. 
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(Cont. from Back Page) 


I hope your paper will give ample 
opportunity for printing the opposite 
side of the picture. It was most ob- 
vious from Mr. Buie’s letter that it 
had been many moons since he was 
on the campus of Flora Macdonald 
College, and he lives in Red Springs. 
He spoke of Morgan Hall and the 
“beautiful gardens.” He had best visit 
the campus and see for himself. 


It is true that Flora Macdonald 
College has done much for Christian 
Education in the southeast, but should 
we allow her to rot and decay? Why 
not give her a new “dress” — like 
Wake Forest, even Columbia Semi- 
nary, both of which moved? 


—Julian Butler 
Columbia Theological Seminary 





THEY DON’T LIKE US 


I did not subscribe to this magazine, 
and I do not wish to clutter my desk 
and waste basket with such periodi- 
cals. 

—Candler Dooley Hitch 
Elkins, West Va. 


We 


tions to seminary graduates for one 


send complimentary subscrip- 


year. We will be glad to comply with 
this request, but we wish we knew 
what there is about the JOURNAL 
that makes it even unfit for a waste- 
basket. It would help to be told in 
terms of vol. no. and page no.—Ed. 





Will you continue the Circle Bible 
Studies in 1960? Your lessons have 
been most helpful. 

—Mrs. John A. Spargo 
Signal Mountain, Tenn. 





As President of the Women of the 
Pearl Presbyterian Church I would 
like to let you know how much we have 
enjoyed the articles by Rev. Albert 
Freundt this year. Our hope is that 


he will continue our study in the 
JOURNAL next year. 
—Mrs. W. O. Wardlaw 


Jackson, Miss. 


As we have announced on P. 2 of 
this issue, Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke 
will write the studies for 1960. These 
will also be available on tape, in case 
the women would like to hear them 
delivered in person... Mr. Freundt’s 
teaching duties have made it necessary 
for him to surrender this responsi- 


bility.—Ed. 





MINISTERS: 


John E. Thompson, from Williams- 
ton, N. C. to Box 197, Fernandina 
Beach, Fla. 


L. Eugene Jordan, from Charlottes- 
ville, Va. to Rt. 6, Staunton, Va. 


Fred D. Summers, from Davidson 
College to Rt. 2, Statesville, N. C. 


Otis Welch, from Old Hickory, 
Tenn., to University City, Missouri. 


Robert M. Horne, 
Ga. to Decatur, Ga. 


from Moultrie, 


Albert E. Simmons, from Waterford, 
Va. to 2311 Country Club Drive, 
S.W., Atlanta 11, Ga. 


Joseph O. Rand, from Dallas, Texas 
to 435 Boone Trail, Danville, Ken- 
tucky (eff. Dec. 1st) 


C. B. Yeargan, from Franklin, N. C. 
to Box 1110, The Presbyterian 
Home, High Point, N. C. 


Charles Allen Rassi, from Beatty- 
ville, Ky., to Hamtramck, Mich. 


Jr., from Greens- 
to 5 Bradley Place, 


Louis Andrews, 
boro, N. C. 
Hampton, Va. 


A. Arnott Ward, from Rockport, 
Texas to 602 Barracuda, Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 


James C. Clark, from Covington, 
Va. to Inverness, Florida. 


James Echels, from Baltimore, 
Maryland to Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education, Richmond, Va. 


Ludwig R. Dwitz, from Baltimore, 
Maryland to 440 Avery St., De- 
eatur, Ga. 


Henry L. Reaves, from Florence, S. 
C. to Presbyterian Church, Tabor 
City, N. C. — (effective Decem- 
ber ist). 


Merle C. Patterson, First Church, 
Montgomery, Ala., has announced 
that he will accept the Call of the 
Druid Hills Church, Atlanta, recent- 
ly vacated by Thomas A. Fry, Jr. 


Rev. Fred F. Schell 
listed as Delaware, N. J. is in Black 
Mountain, N. C. 


Correction: 


Harold S. Mace, York, S. C., has 
accepted the Call of the Arsenal 
Hill Church, Columbia, S. C. 


James T. Stevenson, Jr., from Mar- 
vell, Ark., to Shades Valley Church, 
Birmingham, Ala., Assistant Min- 
ister. 


Richard A. Harrison, from the Good- 
land Indian Orphanage to Hunter 
Memorial Church, Holdenville, Okla. 





MISSIONARIES: 


Dr. and Mrs. Eugene R. Kellers- 
berger, from Black Mountain, N. C. 
to Rt. 1, Box 284, Melbourne, Fla. 


D.C.E’s 


Miss Betty Wardlaw, from Raeford, 
N. C. to 413 Calvin Rd., Ra- 
leigh, N. C. 


DEATHS 


E. M. Shephard, of the Milford 
Church, Milford, Texas, Oct. 31, fol- 
lowing a two-months illness. An or- 
dained minister 42 years, Mr. Shep- 
hard had been at Milford 12 years. 
Greatly beloved he was “of sound dor- 
trine and responsible leadership.” 


J. Leighton Read (H.R.), died Oct. 
2. A member of Shawnee Presbytery, 
he was buried in Norman, Okla. 





LETTERS 
FLORA MACDONALD 


I have noted with great interest the 
advertisement found on page 12 of 
the Nov. 4 issue. 


(Cont. Inside Cover) 





Christmas 


Gifts for 


MY HEART AN ALTAR 


Margaret Hoyt and Eleanor 
Hoyt Dabney give you resource 
material for worship services 
for over 40 themes and occa- 
sions. Each story, poem, Scrip- 
ture, and prayer adds depth to 
the worship experience. For 
young people and their families 


and leaders. $3.50 





Special Leople 


COMMUNION WITH YOUNG SAINTS 


E. Ashby Johnson reports on man-to-man 
talks with his sons. Humorously, but incis- 
ively, he comes straight to the heart of some 
of the problems parents and teachers face 
as children grow to maturity. 
signed to help parents enjoy their children. 
The perfect gift for Dad—or Mother. 


ask your beokseller 


JOHN KNOX PRESS 


Publishers of the LAYMAN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 
Five volumes now available 


{ 
{ 


A book de- 
$2.00 


KITCHEN COMMUNION 


Cornelia Renfroe knows the 
harried life of a housewife and 
mother. In this brightly decor- 
ated book of Bible verses, pray- 
ers, and meditations, she shows 
you how to talk to God in your 
own kitchen and find the help 
He gives. The ideal gift for 
Mother. $1.50 
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